




 
 
 
Town of Twisp Police Department 
Standard Operating Procedures -1- 
09.1370 

TOWN OF TWISP POLICE DEPARTMENT 
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

FOR FACE COVERING IN TIMES OF EMERGENCIES 
AND/OR PANDEMICS, AND CONTACT WITH INDIVIDUALS 
CONFIRMED OR SUSPECTED TO HAVE AN INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE, SUCH AS COVID-19 
 
 

 The following is the Town of Twisp Police Department Standard Operating 
Procedures for face coverings in the time of declared emergencies or pandemics 
where face coverings are required: 
 
 Face Coverings.  Officers are provided with various PPE, including N95 
masks, surgical masks, cloth masks and/or face shields. Officers are required to 
wear facial coverings when not working alone, when interacting with the public in 
any manner or in an indoor public or private setting. A face covering is not required 
when an officer is: 
 
  A. Working alone in their own workspace, office, or single 
occupancy vehicle where the public does not regularly visit or where the officer does 
not have contact with any other people; or 
 
  B. Conducting tasks where federal, state or local standards (DOSH, 
WISHA, OSHA, RCW, WAC, etc.) require the wearing of a specific mask, face shield, 
or respirator that cannot be performed while wearing a facial covering or prohibits 
the wearing of a face covering; or  
 
  C. Where operational needs dictate otherwise, including when 
wearing a face covering would be a hazard, unsafe or when other public safety 
concerns may necessitate removing of the face covering; or 
 
  D. Outdoors, if the officer is not interacting with the public and 
maintaining at least six (6) feet from any member of the public or other employees 
of Twisp; or 
 
  E. If an officer has requested an accommodation because of a 
medical or disability issue, and a medical professional has provided a statement 
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specifying that a face covering should not be worn due to the officer’s present health 
condition; or 
 
  F. When eating or drinking; or 
 
  G. If a party to the conversation with the officer is deaf or hard of 
hearing; or 
 
  H. When necessary to confirm identity. 
 
 Close Contact.   Officers who must make contact with individuals confirmed 
or suspected to have an infectious disease, such as COVID-19, should follow CDC's 
Interim Guidance for EMS.  According to the CDC, the minimum PPE 
recommendation is: 
 
  A. A single pair of disposable examination gloves;  
 
  B. Disposable isolation gown or single-use disposable coveralls (if 
unable to wear a disposable gown or coveralls because it limits access to duty, belt 
and gear, ensure duty, belt and gear are disinfected after contact with individual);   
 
  C. Any approved particulate respirator (i.e. N95 or higher-level 
respirator); face masks are also acceptable alternative if N95 or higher respirators 
are not available; and  
 
  D. Eye protection (i.e. goggles or disposable face shield that covers 
the front and sides of the face). 
 
 When contacting a known or suspected COVID-19 patient or a patient with 
other infectious disease, extra PPE shall be worn by officers as tactically practical.  
 
 Further, officers should try to maintain social distancing of at least six (6) feet 
distance with others at all times, especially when in a structure. 
 


